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Say It Right, LLC

ÅThis handout is for reference only.  It may not include content 
identical to the PowerPoint.

ÅAny link included in the handout are current at the time of the live 
webinar, but are subject to change and may not be current at a later 
date.  
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Say It Right, LLC

ÅNeed assistance or technical support?

ÅClick ontechnicalsupportat the top of the course registration page.

ÅEmail: Help.commpartners.com
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Module 6-Chronic /r/ Students Course 
Agenda

ÅBreaking previous intervention habits.

ÅPerforming an oral mechanism exam.

ÅRegrouping strategies.

ÅImproving student motivation.
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Chronic /r/ Students Course Learner 
Outcomes
ÅParticipants will name the 10 steps for breaking ineffective 

intervention habits.

ÅParticipants will list 2 reasons why to perform an oral mech exam and 
name 2 things to look for during the exam. 

ÅParticipants will name at least 4 regrouping strategies and when to 
use them.

ÅParticipants will name 4 ways to improve student motivation.
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Who are your Chronic /r/ Students? 
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Have been in 
speech for at 
least a year.

˔9þĄā ûøõôāĂ˕

Have usually 
developed some 
compensatory 

patterns or 
awkward habits

Seem to lack 
motivation.

Need to learn 
new, good, 

clean habits



About Chronic /r/ Students cont.. .  
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A student who 
has 5 or less 
correctly 
produced 
˔úôĈ˕ ĆþāóĂ 
on various /r/ 
screening 
assessments

A student who 
has acquired 
habits resulting 
in unnatural 
speech 
production

Visual and 
auditory 
˔ĂôòþýóðāĈ˕ 
characteristics 
during speech 
production

A student who is 
in speech in 
middle school, 
lacks motivation 
and sounds 
unnatural and is 
anxious about /r/.



Video:  Brandon History R Intervention
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https://vimeo.com/205447691password: rmakeoverpdf 8

Click Video

https://vimeo.com/205447691


Eight Primary Issues Common with Most 
Chronic /r/ Students 

1. No specific target or lack of 
target.

2. [ŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƪŜȅ άŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘέ 
word.

3. Wrong tongue placement.

4. Effortful speech production
Åsecondaries
Åanxiety

5. Decreased student motivation

Åfrustration

Åapathy

6. Acquired intervention 
habits/dysfunctional patterns.

7. Possible structural abnormalities.

8. SLP attitude.
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Therapy Reminders with Chronic /r/ 
Students

ÅGain rapport-student 
questionnaire.

ÅAssess motivation issues-student 
questionnaire (ongoing).

ÅAssess /r/ production-find 
students strengths.

ÅOral mechanism exam:  Look for 
tight frenulum.

ÅPractice nonsense words to 
decrease habits/stress.

ÅPractice correct productions (to 
work on carryover).

© 2017 Say It Right. All Rights Reserved.
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1. Evaluate 32 variations of /r/.

2. &øýó ă÷ô ˔úôĈ Ćþāó˕s˦uccessful 
production.

3. Choose a customized target for one 
allophone.

4. Determine natural tongue position.

5. Breaking habits/dysfunctional 
patterns. 

6. Practice using targeted production 
practice lists.

7. Practice at least 150 correct productions 
per session.

8. Use homework consisting of key words.

9. Measure carryover ˦key words tracked 
in session and words heard in 
conversational speech.

10. Start with process over once 80% 
accuracy at sentence level for chosen 
target.

10 Step Process for /r/ Intervention With 
Chronic /r/ Students

© 2016 Say It Right. All Rights Reserved.
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Prevocalic

/r/
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UNIQUE 

/R/ės to consider!



Treat Each of the 32 /r/ Allophones as 
Separate Sounds

{Many of the /r/ allophones have 3 word positions.

{Work on only word position at a time and treat 
each word position as a separate sound.

{For some reason, students may be able to produce 
one word position, but not the others.  

© 2017 Say It Right. All Rights Reserved.

13



Four Main Categories of /r/ 

Prevocalic

R Blends

Vocalic

RL



6 6 Categories of Vocalic /r/

© 2017 Say It Right. All Rights Reserved.

[er]
Ernie

buttercup

feather

[or]
Orville

corn

four

[ar]
Archie

barn

star

[air] 
Erin

ferry

fair

[ire]
Ireland

fire

fireman

[ear]
Erie

cereal

deer
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Initial AIR Medial AIR Final AIR

Arizona dairy millionaire

Erin ceremony square

heiress haircut scare

arrowhead barefoot tear

aerosol stairs pair

Initial Position Medial Position Final Position 

ribbon barefoot car

run buttercup fear

rain thorn four

race wireless butter

ring barn software

Traditional 
Approach

versus

Phonetically -
Consistent    
Approach

Traditional and Phonetically 
Consistent Approach



o Evaluates
all variations of /r/

Measures
student progress

o Reduces
time in therapy

o Targets 
individual needs

o Provides 
a starting point for treatment

Benefits of Using a Phonetically -based 
Approach



/R/ Is Different From Other 
Phonemes

There is no 
consistent 
placement as there 
is for other 
phonemes 

(e.g. /t/ or /s/,  
alveolar ridge).



There Are 2 /r/ Tongue 
Positions

Retroflexed Retracted



4Ćþ 3,0ˑĂ $øĂòĄĂĂøýö .ðăĄāðû 
Tongue Position

Click Video



Find out What the Previous SLP 
Was Doing in Intervention

ÅWas a phonemic approach to /r/ used?

ÅWhat tongue position was taught?

ÅWere the production probe lists phonetically consistent and in 
correspondence with the treatment target? 

ÅWhat target was being worked on?  

© 2017 Say It Right. All Rights Reserved.
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Process Overview:
The Phonemic Approach to /r/

Stage 1
Finding Keywords

Tools Used:

Single Word Screening

Advanced Screening

Elicitation Probe

Stage 2
Finding Customized 
Targets ςthe most 

ideal set of words to 
practice.

Stage 3
Practice

Stage 4
Carryover

After Finding 
Keywords (correctly 

produced words)

Ear training and screening

focuses on

Stage 1 & 2 and

provides techniques for finding keywords and 

assessment techniques..

© 2017 Say It Right. All Rights Reserved.
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Screening for the 32 /r/ Allophones

Find a starting point for treatment. 

Research shows that almost all students can produce at least 
one type of /r/.  

(Curtis & Hardy, 1959; Ristuccia, 2005).
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/r/Assessment 
Flow Chart



Assess /r/ 
Production in a 

Variety of 
Contexts:

ÅEWR Single Word Screening.
ÅEWR Advanced Screening.
ÅIf no correct productions:  

elicitation probe 
administration

ÅStructured conversation:  
Rainbow passage.
ÅConversational speech sample -
ýþăô òþāāôòă ˢāˢˑĂ

Goal:  
ÅIdentify student strengths.
ÅFind a correct /r/.
ÅChoose ideal intervention 

target.

Learn to 
Be a 

Detective
25
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Screening Results Assist in Choosing a 
Successful Target
ÅWork with students correct productions.

ÅConsistent production probe lists.

ÅIncrease students kinesthetic awareness of what her tongue 
is doing during correct productions.

Student success is the priority:  If student is not successful 
with the EWR Single Word Screening,  administer the EWR 
Advanced Screening, if not successful,  administer the EWR 
Elicitation Probe.



Intervention 

Target = 

Which Target Is the Most Ideal ?

Based upon 

Students success 

on /r/ screening 

tools. 

(Or their correct production (s) on 

those tools)


